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WELCOME

The AXA Research Lab on Gender Equality welcomes you to the twenty-sixth issue of our monthly newsletter.  At the Lab, we aim to promote
gender equality in the economic and social spheres through rigorous scientific methodologies. We carry out theoretical and empirical, high-quality
research with a strong policy impact. 

In this issue, you will find highlights of the research and activities we carried out during the past month. Our research includes all areas of gender
economics, gender policies, gender diversity management, education, family dynamics, culture, politics, and women’s empowerment. You will
also find updates about events and our team. 

We are happy to connect with you, for which we have left our contact information at the end of the newsletter.  

MEET THE TEAM!
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OUR RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Labor 
What do women want in a job? Gender-biased preferences and the reservation wage gap – 

Key Points:
— This paper French administrative data from the French Unemployment Services providing information on job search behaviour to assess which
kind of occupations men and women apply for and the gap in their reservation wages. 
— There are widespread gender differences in the occupation characteristics targeted by job seekers, both in terms of content and amenities of
the desired occupation.
— Using a change in childcare benefits for single parents in a causal analysis, results show that a change in household constraints changes the
job search behaviour of women.

Kenza Elass, Post-Doctoral Researcher at the Lab, presented her work at the 2024 Junior Research Day Spring Paris Meeting. 

Policies
Subjective Survival Beliefs, Cognitive Skills and Investments in Risky Assets – 
Bianco, F. Parodi, and G. Weber

Key Points:
— 50+ individuals tend to underestimate their life horizons, especially women. Thus, their (perceived) investment horizon is shorter. 
— We show that higher inaccuracy of survival expectations (i.e., more underestimation) reduces household’s stock market participation. 
— We want to use a structural approach to run counterfactual experiments of potential policy interventions related to reduction of stock market
participation costs (financial literacy) and reduction of survival underestimation (longevity literacy). 
— Women should benefit more from these interventions because of their lower financial literacy and higher survivorship underestimation. 

Francesco Maura, Post-Doctoral Researcher at the Lab, presented his work at Ageing and Sustainable Finance in Mannheim. 

Women's Empowerment 
Do Board Gender Quotas Matter? Selection, performance and the stock market effects – 
Ferrari, V. Ferraro, and C. Pronzato 

Paola Profeta, Director
Francesco Maura, Post-Doctoral Researcher
Kenza Elass, Post-Doctoral Researcher
Viola Salvestrini, Post-Doctoral Researcher
Olivia Masi, Post-Doctoral Researcher 
Ximena Calo, PhD Student
Giorgia Ferrari, Pre-Doc 
Bianca Meoli, Research Assistant 
Mohamed Horchani, Research Assistant 

The Lab also hosts MSc students for curricular internships. This month we are happy to have Elena Viganò
farewell to Elizabeth Leer (MSc Student, PPA). Students interested in this opportunity are welcome to 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felodieandrieu.github.io%2Ffiles%2FJRD_PROGRAM_Apr2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849445960%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Pau6F7aV2vM640x3t58cvE2jQ8BKnJmC5XVKct4IZ4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zew.de%2Fen%2Fevents-and-professional-training%2Fdetail%2Fageing-and-sustainable-finance-5%2F4265%3FcHash%3Df16cee772bdf6af4355e8bd3e06958e7&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849454349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=meaqxqI2ZhSEwJ41GQ82RTte6%2FHD9m7y7nohuwHDoA8%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/people/director
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Ffrancescomaura&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849402761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dfWSep0cGKNyoOBF0nXPfNAhIyR9FwxsGXPU8KGO6Ds%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Felasskenza.github.io%2Fwebsite%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849414615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S3GGl0xSRnxsz6bbKMc%2FESv7T7ZhEa%2Ffh%2FLbgwJ0DKo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fviolasalvestrini.weebly.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849422664%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kTHieVX7iVYnVWdnYfjOjJaup3WKFn7O5CwI9hVMrsU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oliviamasi.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849429513%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N2vGzRwaQ4o6CGusquyQE%2BHRKfSPxL%2FVeLJfsgqQ8xI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ximenacalo.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849436085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XPaoweVfWGrOVwZy5bFsgDBGe%2B2XX%2FWz3ojeLVl%2B%2B5E%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/people/intern-and-students


Page 3 of 4

Key Points: 
— Gender quotas are a controversial policy. Advocates argue for their necessity in accelerating gender equality in leadership roles, while
opponents emphasize that they undermine meritocracy, leading to potential adverse effects.
— We provide causal evidence on the economic consequences of the introduction of board gender quotas in Italy, which shows that the trade-off
may not necessarily occur.
— Exploiting staggered board elections, we find that quotas are associated with a new selection of board members, characterized by higher
education and lower age, and no significant costs on firm performance or the stock market.

Paola Profeta, Director of the Lab, presented her work at the 1st International Conference on Gender and Sustainability in Turin. 

NEWS & EVENTS

Seminar Series 
We host a seminar series, typically on Tuesdays. Our seminars are hosted in hybrid mode – join us in room 3-B3-SR01 or online! 

This month we hosted So Yoon Ahn (University of Illinois at Chicago) who presented the paper “Immigrant Integration Policy and Family
Outcomes.”  

Our upcoming seminars include:
— 7 May 2024: “Attribution of Failure and Success in Strategic Settings” – Lina Lozano (New York University Abu Dhabi)

Stay tuned for information on future events by regularly checking our website. 

 

AT A GLANCE

Paola Profeta was interviewed by Nessuna è perfetta – Radio 24 on the current state of the art on gender equality and sustainability. 
Paola Profeta participated in a roundtable discussing the obstacles keeping women away from the labor market at Parma Green Week, the festival
on green economy. 
Paola Profeta was interviewed by Worldwide Views, Radio Bocconi’s student-led podcast, on “How to close gender gaps.”
Paola Profeta participated in a roundtable on women, work and fertility at the International Festival on Gender Economics Rai in Rome.  

You can check more on news and participations here, and also follow us on X.

 

 

CONTACT US:
If you have any questions about our research or more information about the Lab and the team, please visit our website at
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/ or email us at genderlab@unibocconi.it. You can also follow us on Twitter 

Until next time, 

The AXA Research Lab on Gender Equality 
Bocconi University, 6th Floor, Room

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.unito.it%2Fevents%2Fhub-2-gender-and-sustainability-1st-international-conference&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849461049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=94mYZ%2F0i04AfDhS3nSWpWJ1RKdArJti%2BY84Aj9ww2qc%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/lab-events
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsyahn.people.uic.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849493756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sv5ECru0JTw0f%2FlzqTgn1qp2k69hKDANcsauQBXwazA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsites.google.com%2Fview%2Flinamarialozano%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849500071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TiCvSsxv0NdAO1136KLpkKLFarfoY1jCywmsfTJ0Ny4%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/lab-events
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/articles-interviews
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.greenweekfestival.it%2Frelatori%2Fpaola-profeta%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849467721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vnDkJ3v4COwP6%2F%2BdzHuwzNdfdc4nL%2Fe%2BzIbphL5uc2s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fshow%2F1GcpGKCjraFypPNriCScv6&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849474216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jcfGj7Auv%2BIQ9gj4tZhHETn7Rgc6SRVVDC58SlfaQLQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rainews.it%2Farticoli%2F2024%2F04%2Fcultura-lavoro-diritti-a-roma-il-primo-festival-delleconomia-di-genere-170d2d14-59e0-4fad-8b4a-15a4ea333366.html&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849480665%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EE0%2Fqv2YzLDnNsFE8%2B20pX3k51Cllr8dvFU89Dd8%2FUg%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/news-and-participations
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FAxaGenderLab&data=05%7C02%7Cximena.calo%40unibocconi.it%7C122ddc10d0bd4eb282db08dc691dfb1a%7C6bf3b57a9fb447c29ada51156518f52f%7C1%7C0%7C638500825849487320%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nSWNg0O1E0LiMHOzAlsKmPUY%2FwEchbswPMYdOY%2FKZMw%3D&reserved=0
https://genderlab.unibocconi.eu/
mailto:genderlab@unibocconi.it
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Bocconi University, 6th Floor, Room
Via Röntgen 1, 20136, Milan (Italy)

La informiamo che, in ottemperanza al nuovo Regolamento Generale Europeo per la Sicurezza e la Privacy dei Dati (UE 2016/679 - GDPR), in 
trattamento dei dati personali e che in questa pagina può aggiornare o modificare il consenso al loro trattamento da parte dell'Università Bocconi.

We inform you that, in compliance with the new European General Data Security and Data Privacy Regulation (EU 2016/679 - GDPR), at 
data and at that page you can update or modify the consent to their treatment by Bocconi University.
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